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or those researching their family history in Ireland, the limited number
of resources requires the use of every piece of information you can find
to sort out your family. Beginning in 1845, Protestant marriages had to
be registered in Ireland. All other registrations began in 1864, including births,
deaths, and all marriages. If your ancestors were famine-era immigrants, you
might be saying, “A lot of good that does me … they were gone before 1864.”
Yes, but it’s likely not everyone in the family emigrated, and now you might be
able to find those individuals in the indexes.
In the past, I’ve looked at these indexes either on microfilm at the Family
History Library (or at a local Center) or in Dublin at the General Registrar’s
2IILFH ZKHUH\RXDUHFKDUJHG½IRUDFFHVVWRILYH\HDUVRI LQGH[HVIRURQH
LQGLYLGXDORU½SHUGD\IRUDQXQOLPLWHGQXPEHURI LQGH[HV 7KHLQGH[HVDUH
by type of record (birth, death, or marriage) and by year. After 1877, there are
four volumes for each year. To effectively use these indexes, you need to know
approximately when the event took place and where it happened.
Each index follows a similar format. Names are alphabetical by surname,
then by given name. A registration district is listed, then a volume and page
number. Death indexes also give the age at death. To obtain a copy of the
certificate, you must have the name, the year (and quarter if after 1877), and the
registration district, as well as the volume and page number. The year is selfexplanatory; however I would caution you that just because you’ve found records
abroad showing a specific birth date in Ireland, they could be wrong. I usually go
with plus or minus five years. After putting together a scrapbook for my husband’s
aunt, she told me that I had her father’s birth date wrong. The family had always
celebrated his birthday in September and they believed he was born in 1888. His
naturalization stated that he was born 11 September 1887… I however had his
birth certificate with a birth date of 20 December 1886. If the church records for
this area were extant, I would look for a baptismal record. The fines were quite
stiff for not registering an event within three months, so it was not uncommon for
the parents to simply adjust the birth date. (Had my husband’s grandfather been
baptized before the birth date, that would be a good indication of an adjusted
birth <g>.) It should also be noted that there was not 100 percent compliance in
the early years of registration. Also, there may have been a delayed registration if
the person needed to prove their age (for an old-age pension, for example). These
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late registrations were normally added to the end of the index in the year
the registration should have occurred.
Registration Districts were originally the Poor Law Unions (which
tended to be large market towns), and some cross county boundaries.
In the index shown below we have three Ellen Penders, one each from
Ballymoney (Antrim and Down), Rathdown (Dublin and Wickford)
and Enniscorthy (Carlow and Wexford). As this example points out,
not knowing the location can cause difficulty in identifying the correct
individual. You could order
all three of these certificates,
KRZHYHUDW½HDFKWKDW
would be equivalent to
about $15.50. You can
imagine the problem if you
were looking for Michael
Daly over a five-year period!
A good online resource for
the Registration Districts is
Connor’s Genealogy.
Now that you
understand a bit about the
difficulties of searching
Index from Tracing Your Irish Ancestors 3rd
these indexes, let’s look at
edition, by John Grenham.
the new FamilySearch Pilot
database for Civil Registration in Ireland. The first thing you should
do (as with all databases) is read the description of the database (click
on “About this Collection”). If you are looking for someone born in
Northern Ireland after 1921, that person will not be in this index. The
index covers all of Ireland through 1921, and only the Republic of
Ireland from 1922 through 1958. (The Family History Library has the
Northern Ireland Civil Registration Indexes on microfilm from 1922–59;
however, these films do not circulate to the Family History Centers and
are not indexed on its Web site.) Also note that the indexing was done
from the Family History Library copy of the microfilms and therefore
does not contain the mother’s maiden name until 1928.
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If you have an unusual surname like Moughty, a search on just
the surname turns up 114 records. I don’t want you to think that my
research is easy… I also have Dalys and a search on just that surname
returns 4,700 records. I have been trying to find Mary Daly, my
husband’s maternal great-grandmother who appeared as a widow in
the 1911 census. My initial search for her turned up zero results, as did
a search for any Daly with any event in Claremorris (the registration
district), Mayo, Ireland. If I searched for John Daly who died in 1901
and leave out the location, I find his listing (in Claremorris). I wrote to
FamilySearch to find out what was going on. They promptly responded
that the “place” in this database is not the registration district, but
the county. Their rationale was that sometimes registration districts
encompassed more than one county.
I appreciated the quick response, although I disagree with the
premise since the registration district is the way the original was created.
In fact, the county does not appear in the original index at all, which
means it was added after the indexing was completed. I’ve provided
my feedback so we’ll see what happens. For the time being, type in the
county, instead of the registration district, if you need to limit your
search. This will typically give you a larger number of hits to work
through. You should also consider searching the adjoining counties that
fall within the registration district).
Once you’ve found a potential match, you need to obtain a copy
of the original registration. Depending on the year, you may be able to
find the information by ordering a microfilm from the Family History
Library. According to the Family History Library Catalog, the following
films are available either at the Family History Library, or can be ordered
at your local Family History Center:
 Deaths 1864–70
 Marriages 1864–70
 Births 1864–1955 Quarter 1 with the following exceptions: 1881
Quarter 4–1900 Quarter 1; 1909 Quarter 1 v. 1-1; and 1914–21
If the marriage or death falls after 1870, or the birth falls in one of
the years not filmed, you need to order a copy of the original registration
from the General Registrar’s Office. The cost of a photocopy if you
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SURYLGHWKHQDPHUHJLVWUDWLRQGLVWULFWYROXPHDQGSDJHQXPEHULV½
(about $5.20).
I’ve been spending some time going through my database to see
if I can fill in the blanks on those for whom I had no birth, death,
or marriage in Ireland. It turns out that it isn’t as easy as I thought it
would be. One problem is the issue of common names. There might be
hundreds of individuals with the same name born in the same county
within a one- to two-year period. Many (but not all) families in Ireland
used a naming pattern that named the first son after the father’s father
and the second son after the mother’s father. If a family had four or five
sons and they followed this pattern, then the next generation could have
four or five individuals with the same name, all about the same age. And
the next generation could have fifteen to twenty individuals, etc. The
second problem is it’s not uncommon to find records that give wildly
different ages and dates. For that reason it’s again important to expand
the years of your search; I usually use plus or minus five years. That
could get expensive!
Here’s another puzzle. I have a copy of my husband’s greatgrandparent’s marriage certificate. Bernard Moughty and Mary Lynn
were married 24 August 1887 in the Roman Catholic Chapel of Empor,
in the Registrar’s District Ballynacargy, Union of Mullingar, District of
Mullingar (all in County Westmeath). He was 25 years old; she was 20.
There is no index entry for this marriage in 1887. So I pulled my copy
and noticed that the marriage wasn’t registered until 21 January 1888,
so I checked the database for an 1888 entry ... no luck. Since Moughty
is frequently misspelled, I also checked under Mary Lynn, written very
clearly on the certificate ... no luck. Where are they? It turns out that by
limiting the search to Westmeath I was eliminating the record since the
index has the marriage registered in Monaghan. Since the name is so
unusual, it was not that difficult to find. Had it been Michael Daly, I’d
still be looking! Again, I’ve sent feedback to the LDS and their response
included the following, which is an important reminder.
Record Search is still under development. This release is considered a
pilot. This means that at times, Record Search will not be available
while additional records are added and some features are improved. We
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may also remove record collections that have been on the site previously.
We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause. We look forward to
receiving your feedback.
At the present time there is no way to submit a correction to the
Record Search pilot, although they are looking at this as a possible
enhancement.
If you have ancestors from Ireland, check out this new resource.
Don’t forget to provide feedback to FamilySearch if you encounter a
problem like mine. They appreciate the feedback and it will make the
final index better. DG
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